MiG 21 Indian Air Force

MiG 21

The MiG-21 was the Soviet Union's first
truly modern, second-generation jet fighter. Testing
began in 1955, and the first version entered service
in 1959 as the MiG-21 E Soviet designers developed
a unique "tailed delta" configuration with a very
thin delta wing, which gave the aircraft
manoeuvrability, high speed, good medium-altitude
performance, and adequate take-off and landing
characteristics.

The MiG-21 became the standard Soviet
clear-air interceptor. With the addition of radar,
more powerful engines, and other modifications, it
became a multi-role fighter. Over 6,000 MiG-21s of
more than 12 types were flown by over three dozen
nations.

MiG 21 in IAF

The IAF’s long tryst with the MiG-21 began
when its first few MiG-21s were procured in 1963
from the Soviet Union. The 1962 war with China
and growing hostility from Pakistan had lent
urgency of efforts to rapidly scale up India’s military
capability despite its cash-strapped economy. The
Soviet Union was willing to sell this fighter aircraft
on extremely favourable terms and even agreed for
licensed production by Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL). Few could then have foreseen that
over the next 25 years, in excess of 800 MiG-21s
would be inducted into the IAF. Of these, HAL built
over 500 aircraft in three variants — MiG-21FL,
MiG-21M and MiG-21 BIS. No other fighter in the
IAF’s inventory has ever come close to these

figures. The MiG-21’s sheer numbers made it the
mainstay of the IAF’s combat fleet for around three
decades, despite the induction of more modern
aircraft such as the Dassault Mirage 2000, the
MiG-29 and the Su-30 MKI.

COMBAT DUTIES

In the 1965 Indo-Pak war, the IAF
effectively employed MiG-21 aircraft in combat. In
the 1971 war, the IAF deployed eight squadrons of
MiG-21 and scored eight air-to-air kills against PAF
aircraft. The strike mission on Governor’s House at
Dhaka by MiG-21s hastened the surrender by
Pakistan forces. During the Kargil conflict, the
MiG-21s undertook reconnaissance and ground
attack missions. One month after conflict
termination, an Indian MiG-21 shot down Pakistan
Navy’s Atlantique aircraft over the Rann of Kutch. In
2019, the aircraft was employed in AD role during
punitive strikes over Balakot. In 2025, the aircraft
was employed on ORP role during Op Sindoor.

The Department of Posts is pleased to issue
a commemorative postage stamp on MiG-21 Indian
Air Force. This commemorative stamp highlights
the long and distinguished service of the MiG-21
aircraft in the Indian Air Force.
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